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DESIGN

KITCHENS
FOR

W YOU

BIG OR SMALL, MODERN OR TRADITIONAL, TODAY'S KITCHENS ARE PLACES TO HAVE FUN

By SARA BLOOM

oroom in
the house
combines
functionality,
beauty and comfort like the
modern kitchen. It doesn't
matter if you are an empty
nester gourmet chef, if you
have four preschoolers,
or even if you don't like
to cook that much. Most kitchens today are the
center of family life.

Pop your dishes on the spacious island in your
brightly lit room, or on your gorgeous, take-
the-abuse countertops. Look around and spot
a wealth of accoutrements that make kitchens
today convenient gathering places.

Can today’s kitchens be the room for every-
thing? Indeed they can. They may function as

after-school hangouts,
game rooms, satellite office
spaces, and laundry and
sewing rooms. They are
art galleries and arts-and-
crafts hubs that accommo-
date herb gardens, science
projects and TV viewing

— all with the family pets
underfoot.

Oh right, you can cook in kitchens, too, on
stand-alone or cabinetry-integrated workaholic
appliances that do virtually everything but toss
dinner on the table.

For the latest kitchen news, Scarsdale Living
consulted local designers on the forefront of inno-
vation. Whether your space is a modest house or
a sprawling estate, you'll find ideas here to make
your heart dance.
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The clients wanted a modern kitchen
within the shell of a turn-of-the-century
colonial farmhouse. “Lots” was required,
specifically lots of storage, lots of light,
lots of refrigeration space, lots of casual
seating. At the same time, they sought
modern kitchen appointments that
would be consistent with the farmhouse
style to maintain its historic charm.

THE CHALLENGE



SARAH'S SOLUTION

Making spaces to accom-
modate multiple activities
is part and parcel for kitch-
ens these days. The clients
are a young Edgemont
couple with two school-
age children. She cooks a
lot, especially Asian-style,
which requires specific
space allocations for large
vessels like a wok. The kids
are often hanging out in
the kitchen with mom,
doing homework. It's a
busy place.

At first, the clients thought
an elongated island with
seating at one end would
feel too big for the space.
To soften up the look, the
designer customized the
countertop with two
materials — a transition
from stone to wood that
infuses warmth and helps
to delineate the two func-
tional areas of the island
(top left). Breaking it up
also visually minimizes its
length.

Locating the refrigerator
was a big challenge. The
designer got the job done
by adding a wing wall and
installing a single refriger-
ator column, which didn't
encroach on the window.
A blackboard on the side
of the fridge is a fun touch
for the kids (center left). An
under-counter freezer fits
nicely in the island, where
it draws less attention yet
is easily accessible.

Again, lots of conveniences
here. An awkward corner
drawer becomes a bread
drawer near the breakfast
area (left). Broiler pans
and muffin tins fit into a
tall drawer near the range
(above). A custom butler's
tray pullout in the island
doubles as a server in the
family room.
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